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Introduction
In Shakespeare’s play “Twelfth Night”, the fate of a woman takes a different turn and expectation for gender roles. The play displays that the female characters could not move freely unless they are male-control represented. The play describes the role of women, which include the struggle of overcoming male control. For instance, in Shakespeare’s play for Viola to approach Lady Olivia, she had to become Cesario, a male character. In the play, only three women show gender roles to power; they are Olivia, the boss, Viola, a page and, Maria, a maiden. During Shakespeare’s time, women were held less important over men, and it was rare for them to have a significant role in the community. The objectification of a woman’s body and ownership expressed by a male voice displays the imprisonment of male control. Women should have control over their lives because it not only brings gender equality but also avoids imprisonment by male control.
The decision and the ability that Lady Olivia has of marring whoever she pleases is a power that she has that women in that era do not have. Since her father and brother died, Olivia has control over her life by vowing silence of seven years and chooses whoever to marry. She denotes that she wishes to marry someone who is less wealthy than her. The choice made is ‘power rebellion’ because is in control of her life and she can survive on her own. Viola struggles and obtains power by disguising herself as Cesario, for her to live successfully (Hollander, 230). The captain changes her into a man, and it is shown by: “Conceal me what I am, and be my aid, for such disguise as haply shall become”.  At this time, a woman disguising herself to a man would be looked down upon, but Viola had to do it. Maria shows Malvolio “she is the boss” by writing a love letter to him claiming it is from Lady Olivia, who is being wooed by Malvolio. The act of Maria writing a letter to Malvolio displays the power she has over a man who is of low status.  When women have control over their life, it means they all have power over a man avoiding the imprisonment of male control.
There is a huge difference between masculinity and feminine power in the play. Women are considered weak vessel as a result of Eve’s sinfulness, and the word feminine was described as being from a combination of fe and minus, meaning inferior.  A woman’s directive manner was considered as akin to a masculine role in courtship, traditionally. For instance, in the play, Olivia perceives the social implications of the masculinity part in the courtship. Responses from both man and a woman were taken different based on gender, that is, a woman could never give a man’s response. For instance, Hellena’s response: “Have a care for how you venture with me, Sir, lest I pick your Pocket, which will more vex our English Humor than an Italian fortune will please you” is considered aggressive (I, ii, 130-2). Olivia assumes the masculinity poser and embraces feminine power by playing the head of the household, creating a sense of feminine power. She sustains the role and eventually has power over a man. Despite Hellena being feminine, she shows her power by playing a male part and proposes to her fiancée.  She had control over her life, so she was not imprisoned by male control.
Love and desire are the other factors that cause the distribution of power in the play. There is a love triangle in the play, which makes the play exciting until Olivia breaks it. Olivia falls in love with Sebastian resolving the love triangle, Orsino claiming he loves Viola. Love makes Hellena propose to her man, desire to live a flourishing and peaceful life; Olivia does not need a man in her life (Charles and Casey, 130 ). Malvolio is blinded by love for Olivia, making his feeling being hurt by Olivia’s maiden, Maria. Viola desires to have a flourishing life, so she disguises herself as a man to fulfill her desires.
Conclusion
Women having control of their lives prevent them from being in control by the male, which leads to the imprisonment of male control. Olivia has different acts of having power because she breaks the system and concept of women role during Shakespeare’s time. She had control of her life by having the ability to choose her husband. She also defied the rule of all time that states that a man should choose his woman, not the other way round. Choosing her husband signifies the crucial role that she plays for survival is essential that a male control. The play describes transformative powers which make people disguise their identities to ignite change to fulfill their desires. Women are stronger than men, and they do not need them for survival. The power that every woman has is an added advantage over her life compared to when she depends on a man.
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